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Thank you
for voting for
humankindness.
Thank you for putting your confidence in us and lifting our collective 
spirit to inspire us to be even better. From this year’s Best Hospital 
in the 2022 Best of Bakersfield Readers’ Choice Poll, to our Joint 
Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval® for Advanced Total Hip and 
Knee Replacement Certification, to our 5 Surgical Review Corporation - 
Centers of Excellence for surgical patient safety. We continue to provide 
award winning care and humankindness to our community. We are 
grateful for your support and thank you for choosing Dignity Heath 
Mercy and Memorial Hospitals

dignityhealth.org/bakersfield
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Scan the QR code to learn more or visit 
AdventistHealthKernCounty.org/HeartCare

At Adventist Health, our world-renowned cardiovascular experts in the 
Central Valley use the most advanced technologies and some of the 
best minimally invasive surgeries available, including TAVR, Watchman™, 
and MitraClip™. These cutting-edge techniques produce less pain with 
better and quicker outcomes. Now, your heart can do more and achieve 
everything it was made for. 

More cardiovascular   
breakthroughs  
start here

https://info.adventisthealth.org/kcn/heart-institute
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July 17, 2024 
 
 
Welcome to the 2024 State of the City.  
 
It’s a joy to join you in celebrating our community and our progress towards “The Sound of 
Something Better.” I’m excited because we’ve seen first-hand that by working together, we can 
build a better community. Today, you’ll hear about our work to address homelessness, public 
safety, quality of life, infrastructure, our economy, and more.  
 
While much progress has been made, we still have work to do. We’re a tenacious community. I’m 
thankful for the leadership and work of my colleagues on the City Council, our City staff, the 
Greater Bakersfield Chamber, and the incredible partners and organizations we work with daily.  
 
Our collaborative efforts enable us to move our city forward. I’m confident that by persevering 
together we can ensure a thriving future for Bakersfield. Thank you for attending, and most of 
all, thank you for supporting our city. 
 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
 
Karen K. Goh 
Mayor, City of Bakersfield  
 



LABOR LAW & HR 
F O R U M

M I D - Y E A R  U P D A T E

Mid-year brings new compliance challenges that cannot be 
overlooked. The state of California has taken a proactive approach in 
expanding employee rights across various domains. To assist 
employers in navigating these changes, our comprehensive forum 
will cover all the legal updates necessary for full compliance. Don't 
miss out on staying up-to-date and ensuring adherence to labor laws!

L O C AT I O N :
Chamber O�ce, 1725 Eye St.

C O S T:
$40 Members; $70 

Nonmembers

R E G I S T E R :
info@bakochamber.com or 

call 661-327-4421

DAT E :
Wednesday, July 31

T I M E :
7:30 a.m. 

Check-In/Networking; 
8-10 a.m. Forum

Co-Sponsored by

Daniel Klingenberger
Presented by

Jerry Pearson



Program Agenda

2024

11:30 a.m. Check-in & Networking

11:55 a.m. Janelle Capra, President/CEO
Greater Bakersfield Chamber
Invocation
Flag Salute

12:00 p.m. Kiyoshi Tomono, Community Partnership 
Executive 
Adventist Health
Maybelle S. Liquigan, Senior Vice President
Kaiser Permanente Kern County

12:10 p.m. Lunch

12:30 p.m. Rob Duchow, Public Affairs Manager
Southern California Gas Company,
GBC Chairman of the Board

12:35 p.m. Christian Clegg, City Manager
City of Bakersfield

1:05 p.m. Karen K. Goh, Mayor
City of Bakersfield

1:30 p.m. Adjourn

Cityof the
State



Navigating the stakeholder 
economy requires a fresh 
approach to corporate affairs.

We’re here to help.

At Hey Salty, we lead with strategy to 
help our clients identify their key 
stakeholders and execute programs that 
earn trust, steward their reputation and 
protect their license to operate.Learn more

© 2024 Hey Salty, Inc. All rights reserved.

https://www.chevron.com/?utm_source=GGL&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Chevron_National_Brand_Core_Exact&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwhb60BhClARIsABGGtw-ASd_7Ghre3kcJXff39DEMYHCyzWBe1Y6oveLkF7t7Rtk8-7Eza_gaAq0wEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://heysalty.com/


Discover the heartbeat of our community through the eyes and 
ears of our local artists! 
The Greater Bakersfield Chamber encourages us to celebrate 
Bakersfield’s vibrant artist economy. Supporting local artists 
strengthens our community and enriches the city’s cultural fabric. 
Join us in celebrating these creative contributors at the 2024 State 
of the City presentation.

Collaborative Art Project:  

Where We Live, Work and Play 
Grab a dot and show us where you live, then grab another colored 
dot and show us where you work and another for where you play.

Meet the Artists

Meet Jennifer Williams-
Cordova
Jennifer Williams-Cordova 
is a multidisciplinary artist 
specializing in graphic design, 
photography, illustration, and 
mural painting. As a Willis and 
Williams Design Studio partner, 
she has had the honor of creating 
imagery, logos, and branding for 
many of Bakersfield’s favorite 
businesses. Jennifer is also 
an active community member 
and the artist behind some of 
Bakersfield’s most unique murals.



One’s a vote.
One’s a grade.
Both are earned.
We’re honored to be recognized both 
locally and nationally for excellence 
in patient care and safety, and are 
grateful for our incredible Memorial 
Hospital and Mercy Hospital 
Southwest employees and the 
community we serve.

To learn more about our “A” Hospital 
Safety Grades from the Leapfrog 
Group, scan the QR code.

Memorial Hospital | 420 34th St., Bakersfi eld

20242024

Mercy Hospital Southwest | 400 Old River Rd., Bakersfi eld

20242024

https://www.dignityhealth.org/central-california/locations/memorial-hospital/about-us/media-and-press/central-california-hospitals-earn-a-hospital-safety-grade-from-the-leapfrog-group
https://www.valleystrong.com/


Meet Isaiah Morfin
Isaiah Morfin is a singer/
songwriter, saxophonist, pianist/
synthesist, and arranger. He 
obtained a Bachelor of Music 
from Berklee College of Music. 
He has recorded his own music 
with talented musicians under 
the name Izzy & the Fins. His 
debut album “Mirrorball” was 
released from Big Ego Studios. 
You can find his music on 
Spotify, Apple Music, and all 
streaming platforms under “Izzy 
& the Fins” and follow him  
@izzyandthefins.

The Sound of Home:  

Walk The Streets of Bakersfield 
Enjoy the diverse array of musical renditions of the famous song 
written by Bakersfield’s Buck Owens. Imagine yourself in cooler 
weather.



Working with you, we’re improving lives 
by delivering greener, smarter energy 
solutions the world needs.

      Accelerating the 
future of energy, 
together

www.aes.com

Thank you to our Bronze Sponsors

https://www.aes.com/
https://www.bolthouse.com/
https://www.kernfamilyhealthcare.com/
https://kern.org/
https://www.myeecu.org/home/home
https://www.wspa.org/


Leadership Bakersfield (LB) is a long-standing tradition that brings 
together a group of individuals from across the city and engages 
them in the issues and assets crucial to Bakersfield’s future. This 
high-caliber program equips today’s leaders with the knowledge 
and skills to lead in our rapidly changing and interconnected world. 
Each session is designed to educate participants on various 
industry sectors and key community issues.
Sessions also focus on leadership, health & human services, 
energy, arts & culture, media & communications, government, 
education, law enforcement and agriculture. Through top-tiered 
speakers and panels in essential industries, exclusive tours and 
hands-on activities, LB is developing the next generation of leaders 
in Bakersfield. Participants are also tasked with designing a project 
that fulfills the community’s needs. Each year, LB teams create 
programs and projects that funnel thousands of dollars into our 
community that impact the lives of hundreds of Individuals.

Applications for the 2025 
class open August 1, 2024

LEARN MORE

https://bakochamber.com/programs/#leadership-bakersfield


Choose a health care partner  
that’s better for your business 
today, and tomorrow. 
Kaiser Permanente is a proud supporter of State of the City.

Remote, hybrid, in-person. Today’s workforce needs care that meets them 
where they are. More than ever, workforce health is a business strategy. 
Choose a leader who can help you navigate challenges and capitalize on 
emerging opportunities. Learn more at kp.org/choosebetter

For all that is Kern County.  
For all that is you.

http://

